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RIVER CITIES MODEL “A” FORD CLUB

Th is newsletter is the official publication of the River Cities Model A Ford Club, a chapter of the Model A
Ford Club of America. It is mailed monthly to all members in good standing. Dues are $25.00 per year per
family. Membership in the MODEL A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA is a requirement for membership in the

River Cities Model A Ford Club.

CLUB OFFICERS:

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Benevolence

OTHER POSITIONS:

Newsletter Editor
Tour Director
Publicity Director
Program Director
Club Liaison
Membership Director
Awards Director
Historian Director
MATTS Team Leader

The River Cities Model “A” Ford Club permanent address is P.O. Box 342, Columbus,

GA 31902

All mail should be sent to the River Cities Model A Ford Club address above. Matters concerning the

Al Lugo

Bob Smith
Connie Penny
Richard Noxon
Mary Nelle Singer

Bill Shirley

Jim Langley
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John Robertson
Joe Spooner

Al Lugo
Richard Noxon
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newsletter should be sent to the editor to insure timely publication.

FOUNDING MEMBERS:

*Jim Timbes Bob Smith
Mildred Timbes Al Lugo

*Dan Palmer Lawrence Farrar
Dan Diener Bill Buck

PAST PRESIDENTS:

Jim Timbes NOV 2000-DEC 2001
Mildred Timbes DEC 2003-2004
Joe Spooner DEC 2006-2008

Jim Timbes DEC 2009-2010

Paul Singer Dec 2012-2014

Jim Langley Dec2015-2017

Jim Langley Dec 2018-2019

Bobby Penny
*Robert Jackson

*Bettie Jackson
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Jim Langley DEC 2008-2009
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Joe Spooner DEC 2014-2015
Sharon Webb Dec 2017-2018
Al Lugo Dec 2019-2020-2021



From the President...
April 2021

We had 20 members attend our March
Club Meeting. Our best attendance since
we closed for COVID 19. Many members
are now vaccinated so they feel they can
again participate in person. It was so great
to see all of you!

|t is great to see several new members finding

new Model “A” s and immediately putting
them on the road. Our latest, Jimmy Napier
picked up a model “A” 1929 pickup that may
have served originally as a telephone truck.
Jimmy immediately drove it to the Club
meeting and his first club tour a few days later.

Thcmk you, Jim, for planning another great
tour in March, and Bob Smith for leading
the tour to Crawford, Alabama. We had 6
Model A’s and 11 people join us on the
tour.

M embers that want to add the anniversary logo to their

Club Jacket need to bring it to the April MATTS. Bobby
has arranged to add the anniversary potion at a cost of
$10 but needs to turn them in at the same time.

During the meeting we had an incredibly special

presentation. Bryan Chin presented a special
recognition to our great Model “A” historian Jim
Langley. Thank you, Jim, for all you teach us and for
giving us the “bug” to research Model “A” and Ford
history.

“Bryan Chin presents Jim Langley a Ford
gumballs machine in appreciation for his
research help on the last model A”

Photo by Al Lugo

See you on the road,
Al
“PARICIPATE,
DRIVE, HAVE FUN”



River Cities Model A Ford Club

March Club meeting was held March 18, 2021 at the China Buffet.

Member’s present were Brian Chin, Joe and June Spooner, Al Lugo, Jim Langley, Sharon and Tom Ellis, John Robertson,
Dick Noxon, Mary Nell Singer, Lee Napier

Jimmy Napier, Grover Barfield and guest Susan Peters, Chad Smith, Bob and Connie Penny, Steve Inabinet, Mark Smith,
and Bob Smith

After the Pledge of Allegiance and blessing by Joe Spooner, members proceeded to the buffet.

President Al Lugo welcomed all members and welcomed back Joe and June Spooner and Brian Chin after a long Covid
distancing. It was also great to see Jim Langley who Has been diagnosed with stomach cancer. We are wishing him much
healing power.

Minutes: There were no corrections to the February minutes, and they were approved as printed in the newsletter. A
motion by Bob Smith and seconded by John Robertson.

Treasurer’s report: Richard Noxon gave the treasurer's report, and it was approved as given by a motion by John
Robertson and second by Mark Smith.

Brian presented a gift to Jim Langley for all his help researching information on his car. It was a Ford bubble gum
machine.

Old Business: Club membership is 34 members in good standing and waiting for 2 members to renew for a 100% status.
Program suggestions are needed for April, July, October, and November. If you have a suggestion, please let John
Robertson know. Also, an idea for our September workshop is needed.

New Business: Club meeting for April will be at the China Buffet. If you want the 20th anniversary emblem
monogrammed on your club jacket bring it to the April MATTS meeting.

Program: Al Lugo showed 3 short videos that everyone enjoyed. Thanks, Al, for a great program.

The March tour will be Saturday March 20th and members should meet at Idle Hour park at 9:00 AM.
Check the newsletter for future tours and meetings.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by

Connie Penny

Club Secretary



JOIN US?

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, April 15, 2021-6:00PM (EASTERN)
Our next Club Meeting will be at Buffet City at 2401 10" Street, in Phenix City.

COMING EVENTS

April 3 MATTS & Planning Meeting (Saturday: 2:00AM)

April 3 Mt. Zion Car Show

April 15 Club Meeting (Program: NO PROGRAM))

April 16-17 Model A Swap Meet, Greenwood, South Carolina

April 17 Club Tour

May 1 MATTS & Planning Meeting (Saturday: 2:00AM)

May 20 Club Meeting (Program: Al Lugo)

May 22 Club Tour

May 22-23 Scumbugs Car Show

CRUISE EVENINGS

Every 15t Tuesday Cooks Hot Dog on Miller & Airport Thruway

Every 2nd Tuesday Jim Bob's (By Hobby Lobby)

Every 3 Tuesday Jason Deli (Close to Sears)

Every 4th Tuesday Country's on Broadway

Every 5t Tuesday El Vaguero Mexican Restaurant (Stadium Drive)

Every 2nd Saturday Opelika Home Depot Cruise In

Every 3@ Saturday Phenix City Home Depot Cruise In

Every 4th Saturday Steak and Shake (Bradley Park Drive)

Last Saturday of month Opelika Cruise In at the Tracks

Every Sunday AM IHOP Airport Thruway

NATIONAL:

June 20-25 MAFCA National Tour- North Conway, New
Hampshire

December 2-5 National Awards Banquet, Fort Worth, TX

June 12-17, 2022 MAFCA National Convention, Kerrville, TX



ANNIVERSARIES
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April 16t Connie Penny
April 24th Mark Smith
April 26th Sharon Webb
April 27t Joe Spooner



River Cities Model A Ford Club Sponsors

Advantage Hearing Aids
2326-B Warms Spring Rd
Columbus, GA 31904
706 576-5555

Justin Jones
Audiologist

: The
"”"‘.u sw&‘ = Children's Dentist

ALBERTO LUGO, BS., DMD., P.C,FAG.D.
MASDL, FAAPD.
Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
I E501 Veterans Parkway
| Suilte 4-A
. Columbus, GA 31902

Dexter A. Walden 5°"°?
Agency Owner Ee
WALDEN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC

Allstate Insurance Company
1418 14TH St

Phenix City, AL 36867
A I I state Phone 334-291-0825
You're in good hands. 1901 Stadium Dr,, Suite C
Phenix City, AL 36867
24-Hour Phone 334-2971777

Customer Service dexter@allstate.com

F i o

Barfield Electronic Tax Filing Service
All Forms, Schedules, States. Any Year Tax Retum

Grover Barfield :
Tax Prepacer
15 Yoars Exparearnce
S e Um0 T, YOO s hoiiionss EOPUTCTOOEIOE] (1. < . Y
Columbus. GA 31906 (706) 3255873

Don’t let the insurance company tell you
where to take your car.

BEALLWOOD

BODY WOLKS, INC.

30 Years In Dusiness

5027 14th AVENUE
VETERANS PARKWAY
COLUMBLUS, GEORGIA 31904

(706) 324-3501 + FAX (706) 324-3502
GENE MASSEY TIM MASSEY

Antique Auto Service, .

www.amymodels.com

o . Ropasies 10
Specializing in Asvard- Winning A
Vixkd A Fond Beady and Prini Work T

192831 Tull Ergdoe Sixp .l:v Qulity

3211 SOUTH HWY. 431
PHOENIX CITY AL 36869

moxe 334.291.1250

BE Roy Parks

( General Manager m
(706) 322-8235 . recsucrs
*  Toll Free: 800-847-0733

308 17th Street = Columbus, GA 31901
Complete machine shop service

NNING AUTO PART§

;

&

Automotive * Diesel » Agricultural

e (7065651867

',// COLUMBUS BARRICADE//
FTIssarervd & j
6228 Macon Road* P.0. Box 8246 « Columbus, GA

Traffic Control Products - Sales & Leasing
Safely Equipment - Industrial & Construction

www.columbusbarricade.com


http://www.drlugopediatricdental.com/
http://www.mymodela.com/
http://www.columbusbarricade.com/

Dr. Joe's Wood

Cirved Joseph M. Carter

Scroll Sawn
Turned

Ph. 850-204-0823
E-Mail: jeartrtr@gmail.com

Ebco Battery Co.
"c‘?&ua_a,s &atﬂnﬁ émnzbqn'ng "»

Andy Waddell
Prasident

Phone: (708) 563-8888
Calt: [708) 366-0001

Fax: (708) 569-8774

4017 Warm Springs Road
P.O. Box 8985

Columbus, GA 31908-8985

G & P RADIATOR
SERVICE, LLC

“A Good Place To Take A Leak”
Rusty Ogletree - Owner

1428 Ft. Benning Road
Columbus, Georgia 31903

Phone: (706) 687-1020 Fax: (708) 689-0014

(800) 749-0087
www.abcobattery. com

le Parts

124 Model A Drlve, Maysvﬂle, GA 30558
www.mikes-afordable.

“Fax: 706 652 2492 - Hnno 706 652 3866
1 888 TRY MIKE (879 6453)

Specialising in 1928 - 1931 Model A Ford I

Body Shop
Max Helms Mike Helms

Phone 327-7621 - Fax 322-3268
400 « 29th Street, Columbus, GA

STEVE DON
Prc 706-681-0668 Ph 706-084-5654

R’dus Motor orrs

_A A‘—FDQDABL&FMILY FUN
JOSEPH PEARCE
706.327 9441

U-Mms Remtats

e srone
(unlinvnl.ll FANLKEN

Firesrone  GOODYIAR www.TireEngineers.com
HANKDOK MICHELIN

Complete Haircare ULI CLEARY
Make-up Owner
Waxing
Therapeutic Massage

Ut s Wm Hain M’o, e,

At Pierce Crossing
International Cosmetologist
Since 1983

Call for Appointment 5409 Summerville Rd.
Walk Ins Welcome Phenix City, AL 36869
(334) 208-4247 HAIR ulicleary @ msn.com



http://www.ebcobattery.com/
http://www.mikes-afordable.com/
http://www.modela-t-snj.com/

MODEL A TINKER TIME SHOP

Information and photos by Al Lugo

“Members met at Bobby’s shop on March 6, 2021” ...

“Larry Farrar talked about his
experience cleaning his Model “A”
oil pan”....

“Larry talked about the plate
removal and what he used to hold
the oil pump in place” ...




“Chad Smith did a Show and tell “This sign came out of the first Ford
presenting some original items from Dealership owned by a woman in
Columbus” ... Talbotton, Georgia” ...

“Some of the members attending
MATTS “...



2021 Barn Tour

Nice cool March morning for a club tour from Stadium Dr out to Crawford area.
We had a good group of members and guests, that might just buy a Model A and
join our group.

Attending were Bobby Penny with John Paul, Al Lugo, Bob Smith with Chad
Smith, Leeroy Napier and brother Jimmy, Mark Smith, and friend Cheeter, Tom
Ellis, new “A” owner David.

Tour started up Summerville Rd to Lakewood Dr crossing under Rt 280 to
Dobbs Rd. Taking Auburn roadway out past Ladonia to pick up Rt 80W. Did not
have to travel that busy road very far to Rt 27, a very scenic old road south
toward our barn destination.




After a pitstop here and a lot of talking we headed to the beautiful horse
ranch just a mile north from the wedding venue barn site. The sign on the fence
showed several winning horses at this ranch. Looking at Google Maps on the
satellite-view nothing is here the last time.
they flew over this part of Alabama. All new fencing and buildings for a home,
office, and barns.

Back at Crawford we took photos at and old business that has the whole
side of the building with Coke signage painted the length of it. So, more photos
were needed. Ha
We passed the city park that was a stopping point but someone else had it in
use, so we drove on north on Rt 179 to Auburn road again then towards Smiths
Station. Found Summerville road and went back to the stadium so riders could
get their regular vehicles. Sun was out and it warmed up all morning so was
guite pleasant by noon. Al and | went downtown to 13th street bridge instead of
taking the four lanes across the river - too crowded at noon.

Looking forward to the next tour.

Roving Reporter,

Bob Smith

Front page photo

The Dillingham Street Bridge links Phenix City, AL with Columbus,
GA (River Cities). The bridge marks the location where the last
bafttle of the Civil War was fought. In 1832, Horace King and
John Godwin built the first Dilingham Street Covered Bridge,
spanning the Chattahoochee River between Columbus,
Georgia, and Girard Alabama (now Phenix City). The bridge
was destroyed by flooding and fire during the Battle of Girard in
1865 and was rebuilt or repaired several times by King.


http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1245
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-2133
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1375

MAFFI Minute

Would You Like to Serve?

The Model A Ford Foundation is always looking for individuals
who love the Model A hobby and are interested in the history of
the Era to serve on the MAFFI Board of Trustees. Briefly, the
MAFFI board has the responsibility of overseeing the Model A
Ford Museum at the Gilmore and encouraging Model A'ers
around the country to support the museum through membership
in MAFFI and through additional donations to museum operations
or the museum Endowment Fund.

The Board meets once a year on the Thursday before Model A
Day at the Gilmore which falls on the third Saturday of
September. Attendance at the meeting and Model A Day is
strongly encouraged. Meetings and business are also conducted
through email and conference phone calls so a trustee must have
access to a computer for email. We like to have representation
on the board from all areas of the country. We would like to also
encourage women to serve on the board.

A trustee serves for three years and is eligible to serve a second
consecutive term if he or she desires. Trustees must be a member
in good standing of MAFFI and we strongly encourage each
trustee to support both national clubs, MAFCA and MARC through
membership as well. We ask that while serving on the MAFFI
Board, you do not run for or accept positions on another national
club's board. If you think you may be interested in serving on the
MAFFI Board, please contact our Executive Director, John
Marshall (ExecutiveDirector@maffi.org), or John Begg
(President@maffi.org)


mailto:ExecutiveDirector@maffi.org
mailto:President@maffi.org

Talking Rock, Georgia. Right across from the old railroad tracks. (There is
also a small brewery inside a couple of the rail cars that they renovated).

Photo provided by Kimberly King.



Old Car With an inflated Ego

The vehicle in this photo from the winter of 1940
might have been the first monster truck! The Ford
Model A body was put on a Model AA truck frame
with airplane tires installed. The guy leaning
forward is my brother Eugene Myers, who was on
leave from the Navy.

Our dad put this modified Ford together to handle
the snow on his rural mail route around Fullerton,
Nebraska, and there was a lot of snow in the 1930s
and ’40s. Dad said the Ford would run over anything,
but it was so high that the wind sometimes would
blow it off the road.

Leland Myers, Plattsmouth, Nebraska

Photo provided by Mary Singer



Jim's technical tip

by Jim Cannon,
Installing the Starter “"Bendix Drive"

The small Bendix Drive gear that's bolted to the starter motor puts up with a
lot of use (and abuse when you forget to retard the spark before starting).
Eventually you will be working on yours and I have a tip for you about installing
it back on the starter shaft.

The Bendix is bolted to the shaft with 2 special bolts and lock washers, as
shown in the photo below. One bolt has a specially-shaped end that goes down
into a hole in the starter shaft. This is critical, to lock the Bendix to the
shaft; do not substitute a plain bolt for this.

The other bolt is “special” only because it is only 11/16" long. This allows the
bolt to lock the spring in place, without having the bolt actually touch the
starter shaft. Don't be tempted to use a 3/4” long bolt instead of the correct
shorter one. See the comparison photo of a 3/4” bolt and the correct bolt.

When this longer bolt is used, it presses against the starter shaft when tight
and it messes up the Bendix operation.

Don't forget to install the half-moon shaped Woodruff key in the shaft before
slipping the drive on the shaft. You may also use 2 spring clips (optional). Be
sure to lock the bolts down tight by bending the ear of the special lock washer
up against the bolt head. If you don't, these bolts will work loose and fly out
of the starter drive.

I carry a spare Bendix spring (they are known to break) and a set of these
special bolts and lock washers with me in my parts kit on tours. If I don't need

them, someone traveling with us might. This will help quickly get them back on
the rand tn Have a Madel A Nauvl  Tim



Fayette Day Car Sho

For Valley Haven School
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APRIL 10, 2021
Downtown LaFayette, AL 36862
9:00 AM. — 1:00 P.M. CT
10:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M. ET
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For entry information contact:
Craig Brown 334-756-2868

$20.00 Pre—Registration for 1* vehicle and $3.00 for each additional vehicle.
(Postmarked by 4/5/2021)
$25.00 Day of Show for 1* vehicle and $5.00 for each additional vehicle.

ONE FOOD VOUCHER WILL BE PROVIDED FOR A SACK LUNCH FOR EACH REGISTERED CAR.
ADDITIONAL FOOD VOUCHERS MAY BE PURCHASED FOR $4.00

2021 LaFayette Day Car Show for Valley Haven
REGISTRATION FORM
APRIL 10, 2021 Pre-Registered
9:00—1:00 CDT/10:00—2:00 EDT

Distance traveled
to LaFayette

Name:

Address:

City: ST: Zip: Phone:
Year: Make: Model:

$20.00 Pre-Registration for 1st Vehicle and $3.00 for each additional vehicle. (Postmarked by 4/5/2021)
$25.00 Day of Show for 1st Vehicle and $5.00 for each additional vehicle.
Make checks payable to: Valley Haven School, P. O. Box 416, Valley, AL 36854 (334) 756-2868

This is one part of the 45" Annual Hike-Bike-Run.
VALLEY HAVEN IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGES.



